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ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING FOR THE 115TH CONGRESS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, Thursday, January 12, 2017. 
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 2:08 p.m., in room 2118, 

Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. William M. ‘‘Mac’’ Thornberry 
(chairman of the committee) presiding. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORN-
BERRY, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM TEXAS, CHAIRMAN, COM-
MITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order. Today, we 

have at this portion three items of official business to consider: 
adoption of the rules, the security procedures, and the appointment 
of committee staff. 

Before we do that, let me just take a brief moment and welcome 
returning and new members to the committee and also express 
some condolences to those members who are here with us for a day 
and are being forced to leave us after this. 

The truth is this is a special committee. Most people believe that 
it is the President or the military’s job to decide how big the mili-
tary ought to be and what weapons they ought to have and so 
forth. If you look at Article 1, Section 8, it says it is Congress’ re-
sponsibility to raise and support armies, to provide and maintain 
a navy, to make rules for the government and regulation of the 
land and naval forces of the United States. That puts the responsi-
bility on our shoulders, and it is a significant responsibility be-
cause, as we all know, men and women volunteer to serve our Na-
tion and defend us and put their lives at stake, but they are count-
ing on us. 

The rest of the story is, for 55 straight years, Congresses, with 
majorities from both parties, and Presidents of both parties have 
found a way to come together and pass a national defense author-
ization bill, 55 straight years. 

Now, there have been some hiccups along the way. It hadn’t al-
ways been easy, but that bipartisan tradition of coming together for 
the men and women who serve for the security of our Nation is 
also something, I think, that weighs on us and our responsibilities. 

This year, we have got to exercise those responsibilities in a 
world that is growing more dangerous and more complex. We are 
going to work hard. We are going to have lots of sessions of various 
kinds, but I am very excited about the tremendous breadth and 
depth of talent on both sides of the aisle that this committee has. 
And I very much look forward to working with each of you and the 
contributions that each of you will make to our product this year. 
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Let me yield to the distinguished ranking member for any com-
ments he makes before we move on to the rules. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ADAM SMITH, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
WASHINGTON, RANKING MEMBER, COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I would merely echo your comments. I think you described the 

job of this committee very well. It is a great committee. I have been 
privileged to serve on it for 20 years under a number of different 
chairs in both parties. I think the fact that we work together in a 
bipartisan way to produce a very important product every year 
makes this committee, frankly, unique in the House at this point. 

And I have enjoyed working with you, respect the way you run 
the committee, and I look forward to an interesting year. We have 
a lot to do, to be sure. But as you said, we have very, very talented 
members of this committee. And I guess the only thing I would 
add, which I know you have said many times as well, we also have 
an incredibly talented staff that does an enormous amount of work 
and makes this possible. So I thank them as well and look forward 
to working with all of you in the year ahead. 

I yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. I thank the gentleman. 
Let me go ahead and call up Committee Resolution No. 1, regard-

ing the committee rules for the 115th Congress. The clerk will read 
the resolution. 

Dr. BRIGHT. Committee Resolution No. 1. Resolved, that the 
Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopt the committee rules for the 115th Congress, which are stated 
in the copy distributed to each member. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed committee rules have been devel-
oped jointly with the ranking member and made available to mem-
bers’ offices earlier this week following consultation with Mr. 
Smith. 

I ask unanimous consent the resolution be considered as read 
and the resolution be open to amendment at any point. 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Let me just say that the committee rules and the 
security procedures are largely unchanged from the 114th Congress 
with one notable exception. In rule IV of the committee rules, the 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities has been 
given jurisdiction over the Cooperative Threat Reduction Program, 
which was formerly under the jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on 
Strategic Forces. That program, when it began, focused on nuclear 
proliferation. It has shifted its focus to chemical and biological 
weapons in counterterrorism. That, obviously, fits better with the 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats; thus, the rules make that 
change. Otherwise, they are both substantially similar to what we 
had before. 

Is there any further discussion, questions, regarding the com-
mittee rules? 

Are there any amendments related—for the committee rules? 
If not, the chair recognizes the gentleman from South Carolina, 

Mr. Wilson, for the purposes of offering a motion regarding Com-
mittee Resolution No. 1, the committee rules. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-
tion No. 1 concerning the committee rules. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question occurs on the motion offered by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. Wilson. 

So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. 
A quorum being present, the motion is adopted. Without objec-

tion, a motion to reconsider is laid upon the table. 
The next order of business is Committee Resolution No. 2, re-

garding the committee’s security procedures for the 115th Con-
gress. I call up Committee Resolution No. 2 and ask the clerk to 
read the resolution. 

Dr. BRIGHT. Committee Resolution No. 2. Resolved, that the 
Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, 
adopt the committee’s security procedures for the 115th Congress, 
a copy of which has been distributed to each member. 

The CHAIRMAN. The security procedures were, again, coordinated 
with the ranking member and made available to members’ offices 
on Tuesday, January 10. I ask unanimous consent that the resolu-
tion be considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

Without objection. 
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The CHAIRMAN. As I said, this is basically the same we had last 
year. Is there any further discussion of the security procedures? 

Are there any amendments to the security procedures? 
If not, the chair recognizes the gentleman from South Carolina, 

Mr. Wilson, for the purpose of offering a motion. 
Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-

tion No. 2, the security procedures for the 115th Congress. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question now occurs on the motion of the 

gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. Wilson. 
So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. A quorum being 

present, the motion is adopted. Without objection, the motion to re-
consider is laid upon the table. 

Finally, I call up Committee Resolution No. 3, appointing com-
mittee staff for the 115th Congress. 

The clerk will read the resolution. 
Dr. BRIGHT. Committee Resolution No. 3. Resolved, that the per-

sons listed on the sheet distributed to the members and such other 
personnel as may be required by the committee within the limits 
and terms authorized under the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives are hereby appointed to the staff of the Committee on Armed 
Services, U.S. House of Representatives, for the 115th Congress, it 
being understood that, according to the provisions of law, the chair-
man will fix the basic salary per annum. 

The CHAIRMAN. As many of you know, our committee is unique 
in that the committee staff is integrated. They are all here to pro-
vide advice and counsel to each of you, Republican and Democratic 
members alike. And I suggest that you take advantage of their tal-
ents and expertise. I hate to talk about them because most of them 
are in the room. But as Mr. Smith said, it is a pretty outstanding 
group. 

A copy of the committee staff for the 115th Congress was pre-
pared in consultation with the ranking member and made available 
to members’ offices on Tuesday, January 10. 

I ask unanimous consent the resolution be considered as read. 
Without objection. 



27 



28 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any further discussion about the com-
mittee staff? 

If not, the chair recognizes the gentleman from South Carolina 
for the purposes of offering a motion. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, I move to adopt Committee Resolu-
tion No. 3, regarding committee staffing for the 115th Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now occurs on the motion of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, Mr. Wilson. 

So many as are in favor, say aye. 
Those opposed, say no. 
In the opinion of the chair, the ayes have it. The ayes have it. 
A quorum being present, the motion is adopted, and without ob-

jection, a motion to reconsider is laid upon the table. 
Without objection, committee staff is authorized to make tech-

nical and conforming changes to reflect the action of the committee 
in adopting Committee Resolutions 1, 2, and 3. 

And if the ranking member has no further comments at this 
point, the committee stands adjourned for this business portion. 

[Whereupon, at 2:18 p.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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